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Authorisation has now been given to clockmakers 
from Edinburgh to remove the clock from the 
spire of Braemar Parish Church to undertake nec-
essary restoration work and to facilitate the fitting 
of an electric motor to operate the mechanism.  

The clock, which is an 1870 Bryson flat bed 
mechanism with hourly strike, was first illuminated 
in 1958 but since its installation it has had to be 
manually wound by a member of the congrega-
tion, an operation requiring weekly ascent of a 
somewhat precarious 55 ladder steps onto a 
wooden access platform where a key, similar to a 
car cranking handle, has to be turned 65  times to 
fully wind the mechanism. The current winder Mr 
John Duff has held the dubious honour for over 
20 years succeeding Mr John Jolly, Mr Bobby 
Ewan and the redoubtable Mr Towser Wilson. 
The clock was last serviced in 1995 and it is not 
yet known how long the proposed work will take -
or for how long the clock will be missing, but it will 
not be returned to the tower until any repair work 
necessary to the spire itself has been completed. 
To assess this work a firm of steeplejacks from 
Melrose has been invited to undertake an internal 
and external survey of its condition. It is antici-
pated that these investigations, which will involve 
rope access, are to extend over two days and will 
examine the masonry and pointing as well as int- 
ernal access platforms and supports. No date for 
this has yet been agreed but it is hoped to com-

bine this work with external fabric repairs to 
Braemar Castle. On its completion the dilapi-
dation survey will be used as the basis for ob-
taining tenders from suitable building contrac-
tors to carry out any necessary repairs. 
In total over £7000 has to be raised by the 
community to finance the clock repairs while 
the steeple repair bill will be met by the 
Church itself. Fundraising events for óThe 
Clock Appealô have already raised more than 
half of the target and include a donation from 
Crathie Cricket Club, the recent Charity Shop 
in the vacant Capercailie premises as well as 
donations from the Castleton Dancers and the 
proceeds from the coffee morning in Kindro-
chit Court. Future events are already planned 
including a óCycle Round the Clockô on mid-
summerôs day and the Clunie duck race -so 
there are still plenty opportunities for everyone 
to get behind this very worthwhile cause to 
safeguard an invaluable village asset. 

 

High Time ! - Parish Church Clock re -fit.  

Existing Clock Mechanism 
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Walking Group :   

We have recently completed our 7th walk, over 
Clais Fhearnaig, which was organised by Dave 
Chandler and necessitated leaving some cars at 
the Linn OôDee car park and continuing on in oth-
ers to the Quoich  from where we set off in pleas-
ant weather conditions. The group has now settled 
down to a core of about 10 people with others join-
ing us when they can. The walks have all been 
over varied terrain, never too strenuous ( 7 - 8 
miles), and each organised by a different member 
of the group who has tried to research points of 
interest along the way. Since the last issue of Buz-
zard we have walked round Craig Leek where we 
detoured to look at a Lime Kiln, the fog house, the 
site of an illicit still and the ruined settlement of 
Balloch. Previously we visited the ruins of Bovaglie 
and Camlet farms and we took time out to tame a 
ferocious serpent which we met on the way! 
 

If you are interested in joining us, please contact 
us on : braemarwalkers@btinternet.com  
or (  Richard on 013397 41225 

Camera Club :  

 

Anyone interested in photography, beginner 
or experienced, is invited to attend a meeting 
on the 22nd of June at the Mar Lodge stable 
block at 7.00pm. This will be to discuss start-
ing an informal camera club in Braemar. 

Police News :  

 

In the last edition of the Buzzard I requested 
your assistance regarding break-ins to motor 
vehicles at the Linn of Dee. Our combined 
efforts have had a positive effect and the 
number of incidents has dropped off dramati-
cally. However can I ask you to continue your 
efforts, remain vigilant and report any un-
usual behaviour or suspicious vehicles in the 
area. 
You will have noticed the large temporary 
yellow signs on the A93 relating to motorcy-
clists. These are part of Operation Zenith, 
Grampian Police's initiative to reduce motor-
cycle casualties, and continues throughout 
the summer period, which sees the majority 
of motorcycle activity, and sadly accidents 
and casualties. The programme ranges from 
the Police educating motorcyclists through to 
the enforcement stage where people are re-
ported for offences detected. 
It's camping season again, and following a 
multi-agency meeting hosted by the Cairn-
gorms National Park, Grampian Police, with 
local estates and Rangers from Aberdeen-
shire Council, hope to minimise the impact of 
irresponsible camping. 
All we need now is the weather!  
PC Jeff Hall 

Old Schoolhouse Chapel Brae :  

 

The current owner would like to submit an article 
about the history of the building and would be 
grateful to receive any reminiscences, photos or 
facts that would assist him in compiling this. 
(  Davy Sherrard on 013397 41516. 
e-mail  - david.sherrard4@btinternet.com 

Editorial  

Braemar News Group  

 
The new Buzzard Editorial group has had its first 
meeting ï but there is always room for more bud-
ding compilers!  Get in touch with the chair (Liz 
Robertson) if you would be interested in assisting 
to compile an edition of a future Buzzard.  
Finally a reminder that the Buzzard is distributed 
free of charge to local residents ï but it isnôt free 
to print! - so donations to help cover costs are 
always welcome! (collection boxes available in 
the newsagent, garage and Crathie TIC), as are 
advertisers to help us cover costs.  

Radon Gas Testing :  

 

As a result of a recent survey identifying poten-
tial hotspots some 3000 households in the Ab-
erdeenshire area have been offered free Radon 
testing of their homes and a further 6000 have 
been offered reduced price tests. Reduced price 
test may be offered, on request to the Environ-
mental Health Department, to anyone in the 
area while funding permits. 


